Extracts 1/2 from “Bowling for Columbine”, Michael Moore’s documentary
(M. Moore)
“Uh, yeah, I'm here to open up an account.” 
“Okay, what type of account would you like?”

“Um, I want the account where I can, uh, get the free gun.”

“Okay.”

“I'd spotted an ad in the local Michigan paper that said if you opened an account at North Country Bank, the bank would give you a gun.”

“You do a CD and we'll hand you a gun. We have a whole brochure here that you can look at. Once we do the background check and everything, it's yours to go.”

“Okay. Well, all right, well, that's the account I'd like to open.”

“We have a vault, which at all times we keep at least five hundred firearms.”

“Five-hundred of these, you have in your vault?”

“In our vault.”

“Wow.”

“We’ve to do a background check.”

“At the bank here?”

“At the bank, which we are a licensed firearm dealer.”

“Oh, you are? You're a bank and a licensed firearm dealer.”

“What do I put for "race"? White or Caucasian or...?”

“Caucasian.”

“Caucasian. I knew you were gonna make me spell the... Cau-ca-sian.”

“Is that right?”

“Yes. I don't think that's the part they're gonna be worried about.”

“Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or have you ever been committed to a mental institution?" I've never been committed to a mental institution. What does that mean, “Have I ever been adjudicated

mentally defective"?”

“It would be something involved with a crime.”

“ So if I'm just normally mentally defective but not criminal...”

“Yeah, exactly.” (M. Moore receives his ‘free gun’)

“There you go, Mike.”

“Okay. Thank you very much. Wow.”

“I had one personally-- - That's a nice tension. It's a straight-shooter” 

“Wow. Sweet.”

“Well, here's my first question: You think it's a little dangerous, handing out guns in a bank?” 

***                

(M.Moore) “Not far from where Charlton Heston and I grew up is a training ground for the Michigan Militia […] The Michigan Militia became known around the world when who guys living in Michigan who had attended Militia meetings, Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols, blew up the federal building in Oklahoma City […] 

(A member answering Moore’s questions) “This is an American tradition. It's an American responsibility to be armed. If you're not armed, you're not responsible. Who's gonna defend your kids, the cops? The federal government? No, none of them. It's your job to defend you and yours. If you don't do it, you're in dereliction of duty, as an American. Period.”

(Another member) “ We're here to let them know we're here to help. We're not the bogeymen we're made out to be. We're here to help and defend the people of this country.”
(M. Moore) “I'm sure you guys are the kind of people that people would like to have as their neighbour. If somebody's in need, you're there to help them.”

“Pretty much. We're all normal people. We all have regular jobs and this is what we do on our time.” […]

(A female member) “I've had guns, um... pretty much since I was old enough to... to have them. And I learned how to use them, um... (to her little girl: you're silly!)  … Uh, because being a female, number one, I felt it was important to be able to protect myself with the best means possible. And one of those means is having a gun. When a criminal breaks into your house, who's the first person you're gonna call? Most people will call the police because they have guns. Cut out the middleman! Take care of your own family yourself! If you're not going to protect your family, who is?”

(Another member) ‘We're not racist, we're not extremist, we're not fundamentalist, we're not terrorists or militants or other such nonsense. We're citizens. We're just concerned citizens. We have a desire to fulfil our responsibilities and duties as Americans, and armed citizenry is part of that.” 
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